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This research investigates the students' perception of 

asynchronous discussion for teaching and learning in EFL 

classes during the pandemic. This research was descriptive 

qualitative research conducted at STKIP Tomakaka Tiwikrama 

Pasangkayu. The data was collected through observation and 

interviews and analyzed using the Interactive Analysis model. 

The result of the study shows that most of the students were 

pleased with the asynchronous discussion format. The students 

believe that the asynchronous discussion is used effectively for 

teaching and learning in EFL class during the pandemic. 

Additionally, sharing information between students during the 

meeting allows them to improve their knowledge and eradicate 

misconceptions. The eradication of misunderstanding was done 

through several phases: ideas exchange, evaluation of own 

belief, and reconstruction of the new view. 

 

 

Introduction 

Currently, the world is struggling against the Covid-19 pandemic. In the education 

sector, efforts are continuously being made so that the teaching and learning processes do not 

stop due to this pandemic disaster (Arfan et al., 2021). Using an online learning model is an 

alternative way to ensure that the teaching and learning process continues during a pandemic 

(Misnawati, 2021). Due to the advancement in communication technology, teachers can carry 

out the teaching and learning process online.  

Asynchronous Online Discussion 

Online discussion is a popular learning method used in the online learning environment. 

According to Krasnova & Ananjev (2015), online discussion has become a part of academic 

activities that create opportunities for collaborative learning based on a student-centered 

approach. The interactions in the online discussion are an essential component that brings 

students to the knowledge acquisition (Khlaif et al., 2017).  
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Generally speaking, the online discussion provides some advantages for students. 

Besides, it can help them learn to use the internet as a source of information. They can also 

reach out to other students and teachers to exchange ideas (Marín Díaz et al., 2013). Mainly, 

online discussion can be divided into synchronous and asynchronous (Amiti, 2020). The 

synchronous discussion is the real-time online chat that facilitates students and teachers to 

discuss together. 

In contrast to the synchronous discussion, the asynchronous discussion is text-based 

only, using an online discussion board. To participate in the discussion, the discussants do not 

need to be present simultaneously. Additionally, the discussants can review their submissions 

before submitting them to the forum (Nandi et al., 2012). 

There are some advantages students can get from learning through asynchronous 

discussion. The students can gain knowledge of the course content, but it also develops 

students' analytical thinking through high-quality participation in online discussion forums 

(Lyu, 2018). Similarly, the asynchronous discussion is an effective means for developing and 

enhancing critical thinking skills and writing in an online course (Aloni & Harrington, 2018).  

There are many options of online learning tools that teachers could use to facilitate 

asynchronous discussion. Online learning tools are more common in today's online learning 

practice. The role of online learning tools such as Edmodo and Google Classroom is essential 

for online learning. Not only considered more appropriate but also an effective tool for online 

learning during pandemic (Cakrawati, 2017; Okmawati, 2020). 

STKIP Tomakaka Tiwikrama is one of the universities in West Sulawesi located in 

Pasangkayu regency. This research aims to investigate the students' perception of the use of 

asynchronous discussion for English teaching and learning during the pandemic. In this 

university, most lecturers carry out the teaching and learning process in online mode during 

the Covid-19 pandemic. The lecturers were identified using Edmodo and Google Classroom 

to facilitate the asynchronous discussion in EFL class during the pandemic. Based on the 

observation, some lecturers used asynchronous discussion to develop students' knowledge of 

the course's subject matter.  

Therefore, this research addresses the research question as follows:  

1. What is the students' opinion on the asynchronous discussion using Edmodo for 

teaching and learning in EFL class during a pandemic? 

2. What is the students' opinion on the asynchronous discussion using Google Classroom 

for teaching and learning in EFL class during a pandemic? 

 

Method  

This research is descriptive qualitative research. This research describes the students' 

opinions concerning asynchronous discussion for English teaching and learning during a 

pandemic. This research was conducted at STKIP Tomakaka Tiwikrama Pasangkayu. The 

research subject was the students of English Department in academic year 2021/2022, which 

amounted to 34 students chosen using the purposive sampling technique. The primary data 

was collected through observation and semi-structured interviews. The data was analyzed 

using the Interactive Analysis model by Miles, Huberman, and Saldana (2014). 
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Results  

During the online discussion process, lecturers used two online learning tools to 

facilitate the asynchronous discussion at STKIP Tomakaka Tiwikrama; Edmodo and Google 

Classroom. Therefore, the analysis of the students' opinions concerning the asynchronous 

discussion is presented in two parts. 

The students' opinion on the asynchronous discussion using Edmodo 

This research found that most students were pleased with an asynchronous discussion 

using Edmodo during pandemics. A student said that doing asynchronous discussion through 

Edmodo is quite good because it gives enough time for her to learn and understand the subject 

matters discussed or discussed. It can be seen in the following extract: 

" Doing online discussion through Edmodo is quite good because it gives us enough 

time to understand what is discussed in the forum. Therefore, we can learn and analyze 

it first before posting a comment." Source: Students interview (January 24, 2022). 

A student said that the discussion held in Edmodo could remind them about the course's 

subject matter, especially the topic selected to be discussed in the class. In addition, many 

students said that it was helpful for them to remember the course's subject matter. It can be 

seen in the following extract: 

" I think it is pretty good to discuss through Edmodo. Because the discussion is always 

there, it makes me remember well about the course's subject matter. It is one of the 

benefits of doing online discussions through Edmodo. Since the discussion is written 

there, we can see them whenever we want." Source: Students interview (January 24, 

2022). 

Some students said that this discussion format offers psychological advantages for 

students during its implementation. It allows them to express opinions without anxiousness or 

fear. That is why students so much prefer this discussion format. It can be seen in the 

following extract: 

"In face-to-face discussion, many students are less confident. However, when discussing 

online using Edmodo, students can discuss with no worries, fear or nervous." Source: 

Students interview (January 24, 2022). 

A student said that doing discussion asynchronously through Edmodo is so much more 

flexible and effective since it can be done anywhere, also, the students can read and learn 

more during the discussion. Some students also said that this discussion is more effective. It 

can be seen in the following extract:  

"In my opinion, it is so effective and flexible to discuss through Edmodo because we can 

discuss from anywhere, like home, campus, or other places. In addition, this discussion 

is so much better because we have enough time to read and learn about the topic 

discussed." Source: Students interview (January 24, 2022). 

Most importantly, students feel that doing online discussions asynchronously helps 

improve their knowledge. It is because during the discussion process, they could exchange 

opinion each other. When debating, they always try to present factual information. A student 

said that doing online discussions in Edmodo can improve his knowledge and develop his 

critical thinking too. It can be seen in the following extract: 
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"In my opinion, it is good to discuss this application because it can add my knowledge 

regarding the course's subject matter and develop my critical thinking. It is because, 

during the discussion process, we share information. During the debate, we always try 

to present a logical and irrefutable explanation to our friends." Source: Students 

interview (January 24, 2022). 

The students' opinion on the asynchronous discussion using Google Classroom 

This research found that most students were pleased with asynchronous discussion 

through Google Classroom. A student said that the discussion format made him feel 

comfortable in expressing his thought. Like Edmodo, some students confess that doing online 

discussions through Google Classroom is helpful. It can be seen in the extract below: 

"I think that it is good to have discussions in Google Classroom because I feel free to 

express my opinion. Unlike the face-to-face discussion, it is easier for me to say 

something there in Google Classroom." Source: Students interview (January 25, 2022). 

A student said that doing online discussion through Google Classroom is much easier 

than the face-to-face discussion. Similarly, some students also said that doing online 

discussions asynchronously is more preferred. It can be seen from the following extract: 

"In my opinion, it is good to discuss Google Classroom. We can share our opinion 

simply by typing it on our phone, so we don't need to speak out during the discussion 

process like what we usually do in the face-to-face discussion." Source: Students 

interview (January 25, 2022). 

Most importantly, students confess that the discussion is constructive in eradicating 

students' misconceptions or misunderstandings. A student said that the discussion could 

eliminate his misconception. When he joined the discussion, he got a lot of information that 

contradicted what he had understood. Then, after a fierce debate with their friends, he could 

clear up his misunderstanding about a particular concept. It can be seen from the following 

extract: 

"I think that doing online discussion through Google Classroom is quite good because it 

can improve my knowledge and straighten out my misconceptions. During the 

discussion, I found that what I understood about a particular concept differed from 

what my friends understood. First, I think they have misunderstood it, but apparently, 

I'm the one who misunderstood. After doing a lot of discussion with my friends, I finally 

identified the right concept." Source: Students interview (January 25, 2022). 

 

Discussions 

The analysis result shows that most of the students were pleased with the asynchronous 

discussion. It is in line with the impact of the research found by Hew and Cheung (2012), that 

although online discussion needs a longer time frame to run, it is much more preferred 

because it is considered flexible. It is because it can be carried out anywhere and everywhere 

as long as the users are still able to connect to the internet. Most of the students were 

delighted with this type of discussion because they could benefit from it, including 

effectiveness and flexibility.  

Doing online discussion in asynchronous mode is apparently decreasing the students' 

psychological problems and establish students' self-confidence. This finding is in line with the 
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result of the research conducted by Rahman (2010) and Nor et al. (2010). Asynchronous 

discussion mode could overcome the students' psychological troubles. It provides 

environment for the students to be more confident in giving response. It gives the students 

more time to interpret and analyze the submission before submitting their responses. In 

addition, it also helps the students be more confident in expressing their opinion compared to 

face-to-face discussion.  

The asynchronous discussions give opportunity for the students to understand more 

about the subject matter that being discussed. Because all of the responses are written in the 

discussion board, it enables the participants to re-read the responses at any time and give them 

much more time to analyze them so that they can give proper response to the comment. 

Furthermore, the finding of this research is also in line with the result of the study found by 

Lyu (2018). 

Most importantly, this research found that the asynchronous discussion positively 

impacts the students thinking capability. It is in line with the result of the study presented by 

Schwartz et al. (2011) that asynchronous online discussion develops students' high order of 

thinking skills. Higher-order thinking required by the assignment will generate higher levels 

of thinking, as demonstrated in the reflections posted by students.  

Furthermore, this research found that the asynchronous discussion could also eliminate 

the students' misconceptions. During the discussion process, there is an opportunity for 

students to evaluate their own beliefs and then reconstruct their own opinions. In the first 

phase, students exchange their ideas during the discussion. There is a process of trading a lot 

of information between them. This includes factual and analytical data. When this happens, 

there is a possibility of a discrepancy of opinions between one student and another. In the next 

phase, this contradiction will cause all students to try to find out the truth concerning the fact, 

concept, or theory discussed by searching it through reference books or the internet. At the 

end of the phase, all students who get involved in the discussion will evaluate their 

understanding and will refer to the one valid and trusted source of literature so that it will 

straighten out the students' misunderstanding. Finally, students will be aware of their 

misunderstanding and reconstruct new understanding due to self-understanding evaluation. 

 

Conclusion 

Based on the result of the research, it is concluded that most of the students were 

pleased with the use of asynchronous discussion for English learning during the pandemic. 

Most of the students seem to have gained advantages from this type of discussion, such as 

effectiveness and flexibility, reducing psychological problems, and eradicating 

misconceptions. The process of students' misconception eradication in asynchronous 

discussion comes up with several phases: (1) ideas exchange, (2) evaluation of own belief, 

and (3) reconstruction of the new belief. 
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